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ORD STAGE 2 — LAND RELEASE 

596. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the minister’s comments in a media statement on 11 April 2012—six months ago—that Ord stage 2 
will be developed for a variety of crops in order to develop the Ord region as a vital food producer for the state.  

(1) How do his comments that 15 000 hectares of land may be used exclusively for cotton sit with the 
government’s food bowl ambitions?  

(2) How is the release of land to grow only cotton or possibly sandalwood or sugar — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for North West, if you want to say something in this place, I will give you the 
opportunity. At this stage, I formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: How is the release of land to grow only cotton or possibly sandalwood or sugar going to 
provide for Western Australia’s food security? 

(3) How will the allocation of the land to one proponent growing a single crop fit in with the Premier’s plan 
to provide, as the Premier has claimed, opportunities for many young farmers to move into the highly 
productive Ord River area? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1)–(3) This is a truly remarkable question from the Leader of the Opposition. He might want to look at the 
Hansard from his time in government. If he compared the statements being made by me with the 
statements made by his ministers, he would find that they are exactly the same.  

Mr M. McGowan: Can you find one single comment where I said that?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Not the Leader of the Opposition, but his ministers. 

Mr M. McGowan: That’s funny; I am the Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Now we see it. Is the Leader of the Opposition now saying that he has jettisoned all Labor 
Party commitments to the development of the Ord? It certainly sounds like it. This is remarkable.  
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, you are still not a ventriloquist. I do not need to hear cacophony in this 
place. 

Mr M.P. Murray: What happened to the rice we were supposed to get?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: We got some rice. It was grown quite successfully. We grew wheat on our farm in the 
wheatbelt this year. The frost came along, which meant instead of a wheat crop, it will be a hay crop for stock 
feed. Does that mean that the wheatbelt is a failure? No, it does not. It means that because of seasonal vagaries, 
the wheat crop has been cut for stock feed. I find the lack of knowledge about agriculture from members 
opposite remarkable.  
Western Australia does not have a food security problem. Western Australia is pretty good at the production of 
food. We essentially export 95 per cent of our 15 million tonne grain crop. Western Australia is an exporting 
nation. It was always the intention in developing a base crop for the expansion of the Ord that it would likely be 
exported. Even if there was a development of rice, which is a criticism today, it would be exported.  
Ms R. Saffioti: You said it was the food bowl of WA. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Is the Murray–Darling the food bowl for Australia? Does the fact that all the cotton in the 
Murray–Darling Basin is exported make it less of a food bowl? This is remarkable. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you have asked the question. Minister for Regional Development, 
you are answering it. Everyone else seems to have another question and another answer. I am only interested in 
the answer being given by the Minister for Regional Development. I am more than willing to provide a 
supplementary question to the Leader of the Opposition should he wish to use that opportunity.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The Liberal–National government stands by its investment into expanding agriculture in the 
far north of Western Australia in the East Kimberley. We welcome the partnership with the commonwealth 
government of $195 million to develop social infrastructure. We welcome the fact that the Premier of Western 
Australia and the Prime Minister of Australia stood on the fertile soils of the East Kimberley and signed that 
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package. I welcome the fact that I have worked closely with Gary Gray every day to deliver this project into the 
East Kimberley. I find it quite remarkable that for short-term political gain, probably due to what was in The 
Australian yesterday, there has been a complete change of tactic and now we see that the opposition is prepared 
to jettison an important agriculture expansion in Western Australia for its short-term political gain. The Leader 
of the Opposition was reported in the press this morning as saying that Western Australian taxpayers should feel 
ripped off that the commonwealth government had invested money into the hospital in Kununurra — 

Mr M. McGowan: You’re misleading again. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: This is the Leader of the Opposition’s transcript.  

Mr M. McGowan: Find the quote. You show me that quote.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The direct quote from the transcript is that Western Australian taxpayers should feel ripped 
off because of the state and commonwealth investment of over $500 million into the Kimberley.  

Mr M. McGowan: I did not say “commonwealth”.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The Leader of the Opposition did say “commonwealth”. It is in the transcript. 

Mr M. McGowan: Pull it out. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will bring it out. Unfortunately, once the Leader of the Opposition said it and it was 
recorded in the transcript and sent to me, that means that he said it. He suggested that the people of the East 
Kimberley should not have a good hospital or a good school, they should not have upgrades to the TAFE, the 
Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation should not have any headquarters and — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, member for Warnbro, I formally call you to order—member for 
Warnbro, for the third time today, and member for West Swan, for the first time. Members, the question has 
been going on for a considerable period. I direct my comments directly to you, Minister for Regional 
Development. Interjection or no interjection, I am seeking an end to this question and answer.  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I did not get enough time to get that transcript off my phone. The Liberal–National 
government stands by the fact that this is an important food producing region of Western Australia. Food and 
fibre is an important part — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Until the government has decided on a proponent, the argument we are having is really a 
moot point. We can take it from the argument put forward by the opposition that sugar would be the only 
alternative that it would consider.  
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